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Introduction  

The 4th annual BRICS Youth Summit and Youth Ministers meeting was held between the 15th and 19th 

July 2018 in Bela-Bela Limpopo. This report outlines activities that occurred during the summit.  

  

Programme  

The programme of the Youth Summit is attached to this document as Annexure A. The summit had 

five thematic areas which it would deliberate on:  

 BRICS Youth Secretariat;  

 Fourth Industrial Revolution;  

 Youth participation in the BRICS Business Council and New Development Bank;  

 Access to Education, Jobs of the Future and Curriculum Reforms;  Gender based violence 

and mental health.   

  

Delegates  

The overall delegates were 150 young people with delegations split as follows:  

India: 15  

China: 14  

Russia: 12   

South Africa: 109  

The South African delegation was drawn from different sectors and the following were all 

represented:  

 Delegates from all nine provinces;  

 Delegates from National Government Departments  

 Delegates from political formations;  

 Delegates from civil society which included Black Business Council Youth Chapter, Disabled 

Youth South Africa, South African Youth Council, South African Youth Chamber of 

Commerce;  

 Delegates from student formations including the South African Union of Students.  

 Delegates from business including youth entrepreneurs and the Progressive Youth in 

Business.   
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Delegates pack  

Delegates were provided with a delegate’s pack which included:  

 Outcomes from previous Youth Summits;  

 Youth Memorandum of Agreement from Kazan;  

 Outcomes of BRICS Business Council meetings;  

 Draft Youth Secretariat Framework from South Africa.   

  

Head of Delegations  

The respective Heads of Delegations were as follows:  

South Africa: Mr Sifiso Mtsweni, Executive Chairperson, NYDA  

India: Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth  

Development, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. of India  

China: Ms Sun Ruru  

Russia: Ms Tatiana Shevchenko   

 

Pre-delegates briefing  

NYDA with input from the Department of International Relations and co-operation held a pre-

briefing of all South African delegates to brief delegates prior to the start of the summit regarding:  

 Understanding of BRICS  

 South Africa Foreign Policy   

 Outline of the summit  

 Policy proposals by South Africa for the Summit.  

  

Policy positions of South Africa  

South Africa approached the Youth Summit with advocacy for two distinct policy positions. These 

were:  

 Establishment of a youth secretariat which would oversee the implementation of Youth 

Summit resolutions from one summit to the next and which had been proposed but the 

mechanisms of which had not been established. South Africa developed a framework in 

this regard;   

 Establishment of the youth working group in the BRICS Business Council.  
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 Outcome of Summit  

 The youth secretariat was adopted by all participating countries and endorsed by the 

youth ministers meeting for presentation to the Heads of State Summit.   

 The Youth Summit proposed participation at the BRICS Business Council. The CEO of NYDA 

has taken this forward by making a presentation of the youth working group to the 

Business Council at its annual meeting in Durban.   

  

Mandela Day  

Due to the summit being within Mandela Day delegates were taken to the Riteng Center in Bela- 

Bela which caters as a day-care center for disabled youth.  

Delegates assisted with gardening, painting and the building of a wall.  

 Each country also planted a tree in a garden of remembrance in Bela-Bela.   

  

Summit Resolutions   

 Fourth Industrial Revolution Commission   

 Discussions   

Countries represented at the commission were requested to share information on how their 
countries dealt with advent of the 4th industrial revolution.  

   

Country positions   

India:   

 Have a strong think-tank that deals with the 4th industrial revolution so that its comprehensive 

effects on India may be checked and analysed;  

 Saw the 4th industrial revolution through higher education and see the revolution as having 

a positive impact on the Indian society at large;  

 They also use advanced technologies to connect urban and rural areas and this assists in 

bridging the gap between these two in terms of access to and use of technology;  

 Also, working on digitalising India at large and improving access and use of big data as well 

as data security;  

 Working on developing appropriate cyber law to cater for more than 700 million 

smartphones that are networked within India;  

 India will also use the 4th industrial revolution for social reform and development;  

 See the 4th industrial revolution as having immense potential for social reform;  

 In this regard, they have partnered with Samsung and Erikson;   

 They plan using the revolution to advance agriculture, biotechnology and science;  

 Will introduce health cards with unique numbers for 1.5 billion people;  
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 They believe that usage of the 4th industrial revolution tools will also have effects of 

preserving environmental resources.  

  

China:  

 Indicated that in addressing advent of the 4th industrial revolution, establishment of 

intelligence schools in most regions has begun;  

 Government has also paid attention to this revolution and the popularisation of this 

emerging reality throughout China;  

 See children and youth as being important in popularising the 4th industrial revolution;  

 Also, updating their industrial policy for adaptation to the 4th industrial revolution;  

 They also see Intellectual Property as being central to participation in the 4th industrial 

revolution and converting knowledge in to Intellectual Property that can benefit China;  

 The country’s industries also attach great importance to the 4th industrial revolution and how 

it will affect industrial development;  

  

South Africa  

 Discussions started with South Africa analysing where it is currently in terms of the 4th industrial 

revolution.  The question was whether SA was ready for this revolution and if the environment 

was conducive enough for enabling the 4th industrial revolution to take place.   

 A lot still needs to be done regarding disseminating information on the 4th industrial 

revolution in South Africa, as very few people knew about it;  

 Also, felt that SA needs to do a lot catching up with other BRICS countries on this matter.   

  

Resolutions  

 Policies that respond to the 4th industrial revolution must be developed by each BRICS 

member state;  

 There must be an increase in research output and people must have access to the research 

output report; this would also mean that more PHD graduates must be produced by each 

member state;  

 Prices of technological products must also be reduced to make technology accessible and 

affordable;   

 BRICS states must also develop legislation that support development of the 4th industrial 

revolution;  

 There must be a policy of integrating ICT in housing infrastructure and social housing 

developments;  

 Brics nations must also tackle poverty and inequality as they tackle the 4th industrial 

revolution;  

 Focus on creating access to quality education;  

 Make education key to ICT and industrial development at large;  
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Actions  

 Run social programmes to augment development in the industrial revolution;  

 Partner with private sector to deal with challenges that the 4th industrial revolution will have 

on industries and social development at large;  

 BRICS countries must collaborate on ICT skills development;  

 Focus on implementation of policy that is currently in place in relation to ICT;  

 Implement strategies of the 4th industrial revolution on minerals and biotechnology sector 

(use more mechanisation);  

 Ensure access to quality online education;  

  

  

Education and the Fourth Industrial Revolution  

Discussions   

 Introducing new education policy and system that will address the 4th industrial revolution 

in primary and college levels;  

 Plan for long-term, e.g. 50-100 years as opposed to the current 4-5 planning cycles;  

  

  

Actions  

 Have television programmes that disseminate awareness about the 4th industrial revolution, 

must be accessible to everyone (platform to create a conversation), and this must include 

the use of new media platforms to cater for millennials and generation z;  

 Create platforms in higher education systems for discussing the 4th industrial revolution.  This 

can be led by students themselves;  

 Use social media to share information on the 4th industrial revolution; use NYDA branch 

network to share information on the 4th industrial revolution  

  

Closing Comments  

India:  

 BRICS countries must establish think-tanks to deal with the 4th industrial revolution;  

 Must focus on the social and environmental upliftment that can take place using 4 th 

industrial revolution technologies;   

  

China:  

 Share technology to promote education and development;  

 focus on building online education   
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South Africa:  

 Link our education system with other BRICS countries;  

 All the resolutions and action plans must be implemented;  

 A project team and project plan must be put in place to ensure implementation.  Therefore, 

there must be a proper structure to implement these resolutions.    

 There must also be quarterly meetings to implement the resolutions and action plans  

   

 Youth Participation in the New BRICS Development Bank  

         2018 BRICS Youth Summit  

  

Discussions South Africa  

 Has the least approved number of projects.   

 How do we come up with a strategic way of securing funding from the Bank?  

 Create a testing process that will test projects before we send them to the bank for funding  

 Scrutinise all these projects to see who owns these projects, where it comes from and what 

it aims to address  

 Are we allowed to do business and trade outside of BRICS? The strategic position   

 RSA should be the gateway for trade in Africa  

 What are the terms and condition when it comes to loaning from the bank? Is there a credit 

analysis before the awarding of funds?   

 We need a specific Youth fund in BRICS for Youth and ensure more awareness in remote 

areas about the NDB  

 Need to have a BRICS reserve of mineral and other manufacturing resources.   

 Drive internal sourcing projects within the BRICS companies.   

 BRICS money to fund BRICS businesses in the BRICS currency.   

 Research & Development funding. Increase the number of patents in BRICS   

 How do we as Youth ensure that we move away from the petro-dollar effectively and 

efficiently?  

 Make sure that the economies focus on Youth  Recycle money within BRICS countries.  

  

INDIA  

 BRICS NDB should be addressing matters of small and medium enterprises.   

 We all need to take renewable and sustainable energy and development projects seriously.  

 40% youth participation in the decision-making bodies of general BRICS matters.  
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CHINA  

 Encourage cultural entrepreneurship and inclusion within the BRICS countries  

 Create a BRICS rating agency to rate ourselves honestly.  

  

Resolutions  

 Loan approval process be more lenient (Red tape), conditions to help youth meet 

requirements as well as access to funding for their businesses  

 Creation of a Youth Fund in the BRICS New Development Bank specifically for youth 

businesses  

 Agreed on a common currency for trade among the BRICS countries and with the BRICS 

New Development Bank including the world at large  

 Create a testing process (rubric) that tests projects before we send them to the bank for 

funding. Scrutinise, due diligence and all founding documents of projects to determine 

whether the application is in good faith  

 Take advantage of all initiatives regarding renewable energy, sustainable energy and 

development   

 40% youth participation in all decision-making bodies of BRICS. Decisions that concerns 

youth must not be taken without their participation  

 Have a BRICS reserve bank for textile, mineral, pharmaceuticals, manufacturing and natural 

resources to have leverage over the world economy when these items have become 

scarce. It’s important to buy for storage and not for consumption   

 Drive internal sourcing projects within the BRICS companies  

 BRICS money to fund BRICS companies and businesses in the BRICS currency  

 Research and development funding for us to increase the number of patents and PhD’s 

within the BRICS nations  

 Encourage cultural entrepreneurship and inclusion within the BRICS nations  

 Our economies need to be focused on youth economic development, taking on the 

strategy of India to increase the pace at which our economies are growing  

 Recycle money among the BRICS nations. Money needs to rotate twice within the BRICS 

before it leaves the BRICS circle  

 Strongly suggest that we take seriously the idea of a BRICS rating agency  

 This is to have our respective countries rated honestly and fairly  
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Actions   

 Strengthen, capacitate and continue funding exchange as well as mentorship 

programmes  

 BRICS innovation competition to encourage innovation  

 Partner with private sector to drive allocation for investment in youth entrepreneurs  

 Invest in seed capital for a youth venture capital fund.  

  

Access to Education, Curriculum Reform, Jobs of the Future  

       Discussion    

 Lack of Infrastructure in rural areas  

 Lack of standardisation in the education system   

 Adopted colonised education systems due to institutional autonomy. Skills output not 

aligned to the plan set out in National Development Plan  Commercialisation of 

Education (IEB vs NS)  

  

Resolutions  

 Need to synchronise Training, Vocational, Education and Training(TVET) colleges (Skills 

Training Colleges) to merge theory with practical learning for youth in the 4th industrial 

revolution. Move away from high schooling system  

 Early childhood development (located in social development) to mainstream Education  

 Fast track the process of developing assistive devices. This speaks to inclusive education  

 Education system must be geared to respond to needs of the Job Market  

 Integrated education system that speak to the developmental needs of  

 BRICS countries;  

 Decommercialisation of Education   

 Extensive research based analysis on future jobs  

 Student learning exchange programmes within the BRICS countries   

 Inclusive education (marginalised and differently abled 



  

 

 

 

 Gender Based violence and Mental Health   

Gender Based Violence Discussion  

There is correlation between poverty, unemployment and Gender Based Violence (GBV). 

Femicide, Rape, Cultural socialisation, Gender Inequality and GBV in the workspace must 

be noted.   

  

          Resolutions  

 Must work towards decriminalisation and legalising sex work in all BRICS countries  

 Adopt some of the tested approaches like the Brave Baby in China, GBV hotline in South 

Africa and the Acid Issue in India  

 Adopt resolutions of the Geneva workers’ convention on violence in the work place  

  

          Action Plan  

 Transitions Women’s Shelters  

 Education of the boy child and the girl child about their rights & responsibilities  

 Readily available information to be provided by an App accessible to all  

BRICS countries  

Skills transfer via exchange programmes to deal with GBV and grassroots issues  

  

          Mental Health  

Mental illness is an objective existence, and the public should be more open to people with 

mental illness. Accept it, and then you will be able to face it and solve it. For example, when 

we see a woman who has postpartum [ˌpoʊst’pɑ: təm] depression, who has done harm to 

her child, it is useless to simply blame the mother. When someone is suffering from mental 

illness, many behaviors cannot be understood by ordinary people.  

  

Resolutions  

 People need to know about mental illness. Since mental illness is an objective existence, 

the public should know what kind of mental illness it is, what kind of symptom it is, and 

what kind of measures it might take to treat it. Instead of just saying “There is a madman 

here.”  



  

 

 

 

 The rehabilitation of patients with mental illness requires professional institutions and 

professionals. Therefore, no matter the hospital or the rehabilitation institution, there 

needs to be talent supply. In addition to medication, Auxiliary[ɔɡˈzɪljəri] treatment is also 

essential.  

 Serious mental illness is a disability, but many countries have not recognised this. 

Regardless of the law or supporting policies, there is insufficient attention to mental 

illness.  

  

Action Plan  

 Establish a mechanism among the BRICS countries. Organisations who are the top of 

every country must do something against mental health together. Should make regular 

exchanges, share experiences, and even cop experiences in other countries  

Strengthen public education. Set up social organisations in each country specially to 

prevent mental illness and to tell the public how to treat mental illness  

 Promote attention to mental illness in legislation. This is both to protect them and to 

protect those around them from harm.  

  

          BRICS Youth Secretariat Framework  

Introduction  

The panel was informed that the discussion around establishment of BRICS Secretariat 

arose from group discussions and that resolutions have been hanging in balance since 

the first youth summit and should be practicalised. The panel was informed that all BRICS 

countries agreed with the proposal. The panel aims to discuss the proposals and work 

towards implementation.   

  

               Objects of the Secretariat  

 Coordinate implementation of the BRICS Youth Summit resolutions amongst BRICS 

countries between annual Summit  

 Maintain a high public profile by publicising implementation of the resolutions  

 Establish communication channels for dissemination of information in relation to BRICS 

Youth  

 Work within the mandate of the Memorandum of Agreement signed by BRICS countries.  

 Lobby head of states on decisions and resolutions taken by young people  



  

 

 

 

            Term of office  

 The term of office for the Secretariat shall be effective from the time of appointment 

and lapses after three years  

 The Chairperson’s office shall rotate annually in line with head of states and country 

hosting.  

 

             Composition of the Secretariat  

 The Secretariat shall consist of delegates plus the rotating   

Chairperson  

 Each country shall send two delegates to form part of the   

       Secretariat, one from Government and one from non-governmental           youth 

organisations  

 Countries shall decide on the profiles of candidates to ensure that sovereignty of 

countries is highly respected.  

  

Functions of the Secretariat  

The Secretariat shall:  

 Establish virtual office  

 Establish interactive website  

 Meet through tele or video conferencing once per month  

 Meet annually at least 60 days before the annual Summit  

 Coordinate the implementation of the BRICS Youth Summit resolutions  

 Establish communication channels for dissemination of information in relation to BRICS 

Youth targeting young people  

 Prepare an annual report for presentation to the BRICS Youth Summit  

 BRICS countries shall be allowed to bring communication strategies  

 Research and keep records of summit resolutions  Establish standardised processes on 

participation  

 Prepare quarterly progress reports on the achievements to date  

  



  

 

 

 

Reporting to the Summit  

The secretariat shall formulate an annual report to BRICS Youth Summit and BRICS Youth 

Ministers meeting.  

  

Establishment of Committees  

The Secretariat may establish sub Committees as it deems proper for carrying out of its 

objectives and functions.  

  

Cooperation  

The secretariat shall work closely with International relations, ministries responsible for youth, 

youth signatories’ bodies, BRICS Sherpa and any other organisations in carrying out 

functions of the office.  

   

Funding of the Secretariat  

The heads of states and government youth signatories shall each contribute 50 %.  

  

Discussion Summary  

The panel rigorously deliberated on the proposals and agreed that the one year in office 

would be limiting and that it would be too short for implementation of resolutions from the 

summit. There were concerns that there may be frictions if the country hosting is not chairing 

the Secretariat. The consensus was that chairperson and secretary must work closely with 

the host country and delegates from that country. The panel agreed that committees to 

be established should not be prescriptive as youth issues are dynamic. The panel further 

emphasised that sovereignty of each BRICS country should be respected, therefore each 

country shall be afforded to appoint a delegate they deem fit.   

A Framework to Facilitate the BRICS Youth Secretariat 

Preamble 

We the youth of the BRICS countries: 

Cognisant of the challenges facing young people in the BRICS bloc; 

Acknowledging the role and continuous efforts by BRICS Member States on youth 

development in their respective countries; and 



  

 

 

 

Inspired by the aspirations of BRICS National Youth Coordinating Bodies, youth student 

formations, progressive political youth formations and youth led civil society groups to 

address common issues affecting the youth across the five Nations; 

Guided by the common vision that a united and strong BRICS, and by the need to build a 

partnership between governments and all segments of civil society, youth and private 

sector, to strengthen solidarity and cohesion amongst ourselves; 

Determined to pursue the holistic development of the youth, to participate fully in the 

mainstream economies our respective countries; 

Further determined to take all necessary steps to ensure the youth voice is central to the 

agenda of Brics Summit of the Heads of States; 

Recalling our firm declaration and commitment to the establishment of a BRICS Youth 

Coordinated Body; to oversee the implementation of BRICS Youth Summit Resolutions; 

Have agreed for the establishment of the BRICS Youth Secretariat 

 

Short title 

            This may be cited as the BRICS Youth Secretariat Framework. 

 

            Objects of Secretariat 

The object and purpose of the Secretariat is to: 

(a) Coordinate the implementation of the BRICS Youth Summit resolutions amongst the 

BRICS countries between the annual BRICS Youth Summit.  

(b) Maintain a high public profile by publicizing the implementation of resolutions. 

(c) Establish communication channels for the dissemination of information in relation to 

BRICS Youth to young people.  

(d) Work within the mandate of the Memorandum of Agreement signed by the five member 

nations.  

(e) Lobby and advocate the Youth Ministers on implementation of resolutions taken. 

Composition of and responsibility for Secretariat 

 (1) The Youth Minister in each respective BRICS country shall assign two youth delegates to 

form part of the youth secretariat.  

(2) The term of each delegate shall be effective until the prospective youth summit.  

(3) The country tasked with the Chairing of BRICS shall equally chair the secretariat and shall 

provide secretarial services for the period it is tasked with chairing.  



  

 

 

 

(4) The individual member states shall decide on the profiles of the candidate to ensure that 

sovereignty of countries is highly respected. 

Committees 

4 The Secretariat may establish such committees as it deems proper for the carrying out of 

its object and purpose.  

Co-operation 

5 In carrying out the duties of the Secretariat, the Secretariat shall work closely with the 

Departments of Youth and International Relations, youth signatories’ bodies and BRICS 

Sherpa.  

Duties 

The duties of the Secretariat are to 

(a) establish a virtual office.  

(b) meet through tele or video conferencing once per month.  

(c) coordinate the implementation of the BRICS youth summit resolutions.  

(d) prepare quarterly progress reports on the achievements to date.  

(e) Establish communication channels for the dissemination of information in relation to 

BRICS Youth to young people. 

(f) Meet annually at least 60 days before the annual BRICS Youth Summit 

(g) Prepare an annual report for presentation to the BRICS Youth Summit.  

(h) Research and keep records of Summit resolutions 

(i) Establish standardised processes on participation 

 

Reporting to Youth Summit 

 The Secretariat shall make an annual report to the BRICS Youth Summit and the BRICS Youth 

Ministers meeting.  

 

 

Funding of Secretariat 

The Youth Ministers shall determine the co-funding approach 

 



  

 

 

 

Summit Charter  

 We the Officials, and Youth of the Delegations from Russia, India, China and South Africa, 

assembled in Bela-Bela, Limpopo Province of the Republic of South Africa, from 15 – 18 July 2018 

on the 4th BRICS Youth Summit to share experiences of policies and programmes implemented in 

our respective countries. We discussed the challenges, identified opportunities to address the 

needs of the youth, and recognised areas of cooperation based on mutual interest.  

 

We recognise that our partnership is shaped by the interplay between diplomatic, political, 

security, environmental, economic and regional co-operative dynamics that define early 21st 

century international relations. We should remain cognisant of global shifts in hard, soft and smart 

or mental power in the world; the stratification of regional groupings in the world and the agenda 

of BRICS at large. We further recognise that we are united in our diversity and focussed on 

developing common solutions to global challenges.  

  

We deliberated on five thematic areas, which included:  

  

 Establishment of the Youth Secretariat;  

 BRICS in the context of the fourth industrial revolution;  

 Youth participation in the BRICS Business Council and New Development  

Bank;  

 Gender based violence and mental health;  

 Access to education, curriculum reform and jobs of the future.  

  

We make the following key recommendations:   

  

Key recommendations  

Youth secretariat  

  

The framework was adopted with the following recommendations:   

  



  

 

 

 

 Objects would be extended to include lobbying the head of states on decisions and 

resolutions taken by young people;  

 Term of office of the Secretariat shall be effective from the time of appointment and lapses 

after three years.  

 The countries shall decide on the profiles of the delegates to ensure that Sovereignty of 

countries is highly respected.  

 The secretariat shall as part of duties research and keep records of Summit resolutions and 

establish standardised processes on participation.  

 There shall be a proposal for all members’ states to co-fund the establishment of the 

secretariat.   

 In carrying out the duties of the secretariat, the secretariat shall work closely with 

international relations, ministries responsible for youth, government youth organization, and 

the BRICS shepa.  

  

Fourth industrial revolution  

  

 Policies that respond to the 4th industrial revolution must be developed by each BRICS 

country;  

 There must be an increase in research output and people must have access to this output; 

this would also mean that more PHD graduates must be produced by each member state;  

 Prices of technological products must also be reduced to make technology and access to 

it affordable;   

 BRICS states must also develop legislation that support the development of the fourth 

industrial revolution;  

 There must be a policy of integrating ICT in housing infrastructure and social housing 

developments;  

 BRICS nations must also tackle poverty and inequality as they tackle the fourth industrial 

revolution;  

 Focus on creating access to quality education;  

 Make education key to ICT and industrial development at large;  



  

 

 

 

 Introducing new education policy and system that will address the fourth industrial 

revolution in primary and college levels;  

 Plan for long-term, e.g. 50-100 years as opposed to the current 4-5 planning cycles  

  

BRICS Business Council and New Development Bank  

  

 Create an online platform (BRCIS Youth Portal) for BRICS youth information exchange, which 

integrates data and media, and update information on youth-related BRICS policies and 

practices on overseas study, scholarship, employment, conference, cultural exchanges 

etc.  

 Provide funding for youth owned enterprises, and education opportunities aimed at 

eradicating unemployment to youth through BRICS Bank  

 Drawing on the example of China-Russia Student Business Incubator, establish inter-BRICS 

business incubator programmes.   

 Strengthen policy coordination, lower the threshold for young entrepreneurs by establishing 

a comprehensive support chain of training, service and financing, provide intellectual and 

material incentives for small-and medium enterprises, and create a social environment that 

nurtures innovation and entrepreneurship.   

 Simplify visa granting procedure to youth for cultural and educational purposes  

 Consider a single currency which the BRICS Bank trades on which provides us a competitive 

advantage)  

 Fund set aside for research and development, which translate to intellectual property  

 The Bank and youth agencies must roll out awareness campaigns on the mandate of the 

Bank  

 Establishment of the BRICS Youth Business Forum  

 Invest seed capital for a youth venture capital fund.  
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Curriculum reform, access to education and jobs of the future  

  

 Merging traditional education to outside access centres (schools)  

 Development and ensuring access to quality online education  

 Integrate ICT infrastructure when developing housing and residential infrastructure.  

 Synchronize TVET colleges and similar structures in other BRICS countries to merge theory 

and practical learning;  

 Early childhood development must be moved from the Social Development  

Department to the Basic Education Department;  

 Ensure inclusive education between youth rural and urban areas;  

 Ensure access to assistive tools/devices to enable youth with disabilities to have access to 

normal schooling system;  

 Education system must be geared toward responding to jobs of the future;  

 Integrated education system that speak the developmental needs of the  

BRICS countries;  

 De-commercialize of education system across the BRICS countries;  

 Extensive research that will inform the jobs of the future;  

 Student learning exchange programmes across the BRICS countries.  

  

           Conclusion  

In conclusion, the panel agreed that a framework should be presented to heads of states 

for implementation.  

   

Annexures  

1. Official Opening Address: Minister, Hon. Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma,  

Presidency  

2. Welcome Messages from Member States:  

2.1. South Africa-Mr Sifiso Mtsweni, NYDA Executive Chairperson  

2.3. Brazil- Absent  

2.3. Russia- No welcome address  
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2.4. India- Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran,  

2.5. China-Ms Sun Ruru, Director, International Department, Culture Research Center of 

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences  

3.Youth Economic Participation in BRICS Business Council, Mr Buti  

Manamela, Deputy Minister of Higher Education  

4. Access to Education, Curriculum Reforms and Jobs of the future   

5. Mandela Day Centenary lecture, Minister of Home Affairs, Hon. Malusi Gigaba  

6.South Africa outline and positioning on BRICS BLOC, Hon. Minister Lindiwe Zulu, 

Department of Small Business Development  

7. Official Closing Address, Hon. Deputy Minister, Reginah Mhaule, Department of 

International Relations and Cooperation  

  

1.Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma: Opening address at the Brics Youth Summit 16 Jul 2018  

Opening address by H.E. Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Minister in the  

Presidency for Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation; at the Brics Youth  

Summit, Zebula Estate, Bela Bela  

Programme Director;  

Minister of Science and Technology, Mmamoloko Kubayi;  

Deputy Minister for International Relations and Cooperation; Reginah  

Mhaule;  

Deputy Minister for Higher Education and Training, Buti Manamela  

Chairperson of the National Youth Development Agency, Sifiso Mtsweni  

International guests and Members of the Diplomatic Corps  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Let me extend a warm “Bela Bela” welcome to you all, especially those of you who have 

travelled from abroad. Bela Bela is the place of hot springs. I wish to congratulate the 

delegates of the Russian Federation for an excellent World Cup. And thank you for giving 

up the festivities of the FIFA World Cup Final, in order to be here.  

You gather at a time when the world has within its reach sufficient per capita resources and 

intellect to address the foremost most challenges of unemployment, poverty and inequality. 

Although the world population grew from 5.3billion in 1990 to 7.6billion in 2017 fewer people 

remain in poverty if the Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index is utilised.  
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Indeed, what humanity has achieved shows that with all the necessary will and action a 

better world can be attained for all. At the same time, whilst the poverty rates may have 

fallen, the numbers of extremely poor people in the world remain too high with some 815 

million people living in hunger and malnutrition.  It is more alarming when one considers that 

1 percent of the global population generated 82 percent of the wealth last year.    

   

All this, despite the fact that there are enough work opportunities to engage all the people 

of the world and there is enough food to feed the world as well as adequate resources to 

address poverty and inequality.  

What therefore distinguishes wealthier and poorer people and nations? In inclusive societies 

where the gap between richer and poor is lesser prosperity tends to be higher, with one or 

two exceptions. By the same vain in societies with better prospects for education and 

training as well employment inequality tends to be far lesser.  In societies where social 

cohesion, inclusion and availability of shared assets is greater the chances of success are 

far better.  

Delegates; This gathering, therefore comes at a time when the voices of the BRICS nations 

have a window of opportunity when their experiences can shape the battle of ideas the 

world’s future.  Indeed, by sheer numbers our countries constitute 41% of the world’s 

population.  

In solving the challenges in our five nations we would have solved almost half of the world’s 

challenges. It is not beyond the bounds of possibilities seeing that we have the intellectual 

capital and lived experience.    

   

Delegates; It is also significant that we convene this dialogue two days shy of a hundred 

years, since the birth of one of our struggle heroes and international humanists President 

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.  It is therefore fitting that in a few days our leaders will convene 

under theme “BRICS in Africa: Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in 

the 4th Industrial Revolution”. In honour of Tata Madiba and Mama Albertina Sisulu, this 

dialogue and year is partially dedicated to their selfless and undying spirits.    

   

We view this BRICS partnership as a further commitment towards a better world.  In that 

context, we see the mission of this generation to be one of securing economic liberation for 

the masses of our people in our respective countries and continents.    
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In entrusting you with this responsibility, we are confident of your capabilities and potential 

to grow and flourish.  We therefore wish to applaud you for having selected the theme of 

“Radical Economic Transformation – Making the BRICS work for Youth” for this landmark 

dialogue.  

We also see this as a landmark dialogue because of the bounds of possibilities our nations 

possess towards addressing our challenges.    

   

We must therefore approach this dialogue with vigour, dedication, and selfless because as 

Mandela said “to be free is not to merely cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that 

respects and enhances the freedom of others”, so said Mandela.  

As we journey along, we must remain cognizant of the fact that our nations are amongst 

some of the most impoverished and unequal societies in the world. Despite that, we have 

managed to record progress in key human development areas and can be source of peer 

learning in addressing the triple challenges of unemployment, poverty and inequality.    

   

For instance, there are lessons to be learnt amongst us in relation to the manner in which 

the Government of the People’s Republic of China has placed great importance on 

employment which is the lowest amongst us and in the world, at less than four percent 

despite having the world’s largest population.    

Despite this employment remains priority number one in China’s livelihood and growth 

strategies as well as in the 13th Five Year National Development Plan.  

The underlying feature of that model has been a skills revolution which has lasted almost 

five decades.  In this regard, the 2013 constituted Manpower Group as led by Russia will be 

instrumental to our common objectives of a skills revolution.  Indeed, by improving our 

professional skills as well as our competiveness and quality of industry our task will be so 

much easier to achieve.  This can, amongst others be achieved through skills exchange 

programmes which are oriented towards empowering our nations in their collective and 

respective competitive areas.    

   

As we have said, our actions ought to direct themselves at enhancing the freedoms of 

others whilst fighting against poverty and inequality -there can be no sharper tool than the 

educating and upskilling of our people.    
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It is therefore upon this dialogue to come up with concrete and time bound youth oriented 

actions towards a youth driven skills revolution which will further equip our nations to take 

advantage of the fourth industrial revolution in the areas of our comparative and 

competitive advantages.    

   

For an example all our nations are surrounded by the Oceans and Seas and all have fertile 

waterways and rivers, however very little has been said about this advantage.  It is therefore 

imperative that our mooted skills revolution considers this and other areas including the 

areas that will further equip our societies with capabilities in the Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) areas.    

   

Delegates; The global economy “is a woman”. With 70% of the world’s consumption 

demand being driven by women. In recognition of this and other realities South Africa has 

recorded some of the highest gender participation rates in areas such as politics. More 

needs to be done in other sectors and the United Nations Women informs us that women in 

the world get paid 23% less than men, wherein race can even make the situation far worse.    

   

We must therefore pay particular attention to attaining gender mainstreaming and parity. 

Such a stance is not only in pursuit of social justice but several studies suggest a strong 

correlation between a country’s progress in closing the gender gap and its economic 

competitiveness.      

   

Our approaches must employ innovation and embrace what is now known as the fourth 

industrial revolution.  

  

India has successfully employed innovation and technology to support its development 

objectives by building the requisite know and skills in the area of technology, India has 

become one of the leading technology nations. We must also remember that during our 

2013 Summit, the African Union and its member states were participants in pursuant to our 

theme “BRICS and  

Africa: A Partnership for Development, Integration and Industrialisation”.  Amongst some of 

the agreements was the commitments of the BRICS members to support Africa in its quest 

to sustainably develop its infrastructure.    
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Another outcome, which directly relates to this dialogue, was the decision that all our 

actions must be aligned to our common continental action plan known as Agenda 2063: 

The Africa We Want. In that context, the Agenda dictates that we must aspire for a “people 

driven [development which relies] on the potential of people, especially… women and 

youth”. We must therefore be more deliberate in opening opportunities for young people 

who must play an active role in socio-economic activities of our countries. In line with this 

objective and Agenda 2063 our National Development Plan espouses an inclusive 

economy. In promoting inclusion we must also pay some attention to culture as well as the 

role of Sports and Physical Activities all of which were subjects to the 2017 Brazil Human 

Development Report. The report and progress recorded in Brazil confirms that these are 

intrinsic to good health, sociability, cognition, productivity and the quality of life.  

Programme Director, All the context and propositions we have thus far advanced require 

an active and well organised youth.  We must therefore also pay attention to our institutional 

arrangements.    

In so doing, we must find ways to bring on board ordinary youth in our respective countries 

particularly those in the rural, favelas, slum, and township areas.    

This forum must emerge with practical and actionable outcomes that are measurable and 

time-bound. You therefore have the responsibility to be candid and robust in your 

deliberations, since over 80% of the World’s Youth could be impacted by your actions. You 

must also take back the outcomes of this forum to those hundreds of millions who await to 

also participate and benefit from our relations.  

“Sometimes, it falls upon a generation to be great. You can be that great generation”, as 

Mandela once said  

Let the festival of ideas and action blossom, let your greatness shine!!!  

Obrigado  

Xiè Xiè [Shi-Shi], Dhanyavaad [Thi-Hanya-Vad] Thank you.  
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2.Welcome address by the Executive Board Chairperson of the National Youth Development 

Agency, Mr Sifiso Mtsweni at the 4th BRIS Youth Summit, Zebula Guest Lodge, Bela Bela, 

Limpopo Province, South Africa 16 July 2018  

   

Minister in the Presidency responsible for the Planning, Monitoring, and  

Evaluation, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma,  

Deputy Executive Board Chairperson, Ms Bavelile Hlongwa,  

Members of the NYDA Board  

National Youth Development Agency CEO, Mr Wassim Carrim,  

The BRICS Youth Heads of Delegation  

All Esteemed delegates  

Distinguished guests  

Members of the Media,   

  

Thobela.   

  

“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and innovation. Empowered, 

they can be key agents for development and peace. If, however, they are left on society's 

margins, all of us will be impoverished. Let us ensure that all young people have every 

opportunity to participate fully in the lives of their societies”. - Kofi Annan  

  

Let me take this opportunity to welcome you to our beautiful country. South Africa for the 

duration of this summit is your home away from home. I urge everyone to enjoy our 

hospitality, the sights, our food and our culture as an expression of our friendship and 

solidarity with our BRICS partners and the world. We are forever indebted to all of you having 

travelled from your respective countries.   

  

In our welcome note, I had on behalf the National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) 

summed up our desire to exchange critical views on the future of our cooperation and 

partnership, but most importantly expressed the fortitude to ensure that at the centre of this 

working together, young people remain key beneficiaries.  

It is in that context that we convene under the theme “Radical Economic Transformation: 

Making the New Development Bank Work for the Youth”. The 4th BRICS Youth Summit 

presents us with an opportunity to look beyond this gathering for long-lasting solutions for 
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challenges that confront our nations, particularly young people. Hasten to say, this summit 

will also serve as a platform to look at how far we have traversed in implementing resolutions 

taken in the previous summits, including areas of cooperation in line with our Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) on youth affairs signed on 06 July 2015 in Kazan, Russia.   

  

We meet after South Africa celebrated Youth Month. This year marked 42 years since the 

Soweto Students’ Uprising of 1976. The uprising heralded a new era in the struggle for 

freedom and democracy. Young people had rallied behind the clarion call for Freedom 

Now! Education Later. It is that determination and commitment that brought apartheid rule 

to its knees. At the same breath, our struggle has changed to translate into the adage 

“political freedom without economic freedom is futile”. Thus the call by our youth for 

Economic Freedom in Our Lifetime.  

  

We are delighted that this is an overarching phenomenon, looking at the challenges facing 

youth within the BRICS countries. All our countries are amongst the most unequal societies. 

Our levels of unemployed youth possess a great danger to our sovereignty and democracy. 

Moreover, the advent of the Fourth Industrial Revolution poses a threat on the future of work 

and demands a forwarding looking approach. We, the future of our respective countries 

have a potential to turn threats into opportunities for our world as argued in the opening 

words by Kofi Annan.   

  

Youth development is at the centre of our country’s future and forms the core of its 

development agenda. Thus, the National Development Plan (NDP) 2030 correctly asserts 

that, “no development of any society can happen without its youth”. The NDP (2030) singles 

out young people as key to the development of the country. It highlights that South Africa’s 

youthful population presents an opportunity to boost economic growth, increase 

employment and reduce poverty.  

  

Acknowledging the role that youth can play in sustainable development and economic 

growth, government has moved considerably and has implemented policies, regulations 

and programmes. In addition to this, the formation of the NYDA as a primary institution 

responsible for youth development demonstrates government commitment. The adoption 

of the National Youth Policy (2020) is also a notable step towards socio-economic 

empowerment of young people.   
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The upcoming three days will see be a festival of ideas through panel discussion and expert 

opinions. It is important however to mention that the South African delegates understands 

that we participate in BRICS to advance our own interests, the interests of Africa and the 

global South. We share a common vision with other members of BRICS. It is a vision, which 

we will continue to pursue through economic cooperation, sharing of technical expertise, 

knowledge and experiences.   

  

Nevertheless, to us it is important leave this summit with a body that will oversee the 

implementation of our resolution and any other youth-related resolve taken by the main 

summit of heads o states. We want our counterparts to take from our war cry as South 

African youth, “nothing about us without. I will later today in my presentation propose a 

structure that we think might advance that which we want to achieve.   

  

We shall in honour of the Father of our Nation, Tata Nelson Mandela take part in the 

International Nelson Mandela Day celebration being of service to others. The National 

Youth Service Programme of the NYDA will announce activities for that day. Our 

government also declared this year as the centenary year of Mama Albertina Sisulu, and in 

her honor own, this summit will expatiate on gender struggles across the BRICS countries. 

Like in the words of Tata Mandela “Freedom cannot be achieved unless the women have 

been emancipated from all forms of oppression."  

  

The overarching message that we must take to Youth Ministers Meeting sitting ahead of the 

10th BRICS Summit, is the prioritisation of youth development across all five countries 

because young people are a positive conduit of progress.  

  

 Thank you.  
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India Welcome Message Respected -ladies and gentlemen,  

  

From the land of Gandhi to the land of Madiba, I bring to each one of you greetings and 

love of our 1.3 billion people  

  

 I deem it an extraordinary privilege to address an august audience which is here to 

deliberate upon a very vital subject ‘Youth Development’ that has engaged the attention 

of policy makers, civil society and the general public as well.  

  

We made a very good beginning in Kazan and then in Guwahati and Beijing. We are today 

grateful to South Africa for continuing the tradition and hosting this Youth Summit which will 

go a long way in engaging the youth of our countries to actively participate in meeting the 

global challenges.  

  

As you are all aware, India is a vast country with a glorious cultural heritage and traditions. 

It is the largest democracy in the world which symbolizes unity in diversity.  The Youth in India 

have always been in the forefront. Be it our struggle for freedom or our quest for 

development, youth have played a vital role. India lies on the cusp of a demographic 

transition, similar to the one that fueled the spectacular rise in GDP of the East Asian Tigers 

in the second half of the 20th century. Youth in the age group of 15-29 years comprise 27.5% 

of the population. At present, about 34% of India’s Gross National Income (GNI) is 

contributed by the youth, aged 15-29 years. This demographic dividend gives India a great 

window of opportunity.   

  

It is likely that all through the first half of the 21st century, India will maintain this demographic 

profile. However, this demographic profile poses both challenges and opportunities.   

  

In view of this, the Government of India has reformulated the National Youth Policy 2014 in 

order to make it more need based and in tune with current requirements. The underlying 

theme of the New Policy is Youth Empowerment.  

  

Towards achieving this vision, the Policy delineates five well-defined objectives and 11 

priority areas besides suggesting policy interventions in each priority area. The priority areas 

include education, skill development and employment, entrepreneurship, health and 
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healthy lifestyle, sports, promotion of social values, community engagement, participation 

in politics and governance, youth engagement, inclusion and social justice. It further 

suggests policy imperatives that should be implemented in each of these identified priority 

areas. I would now like to share with you India’s position vis -a -vis the themes of this summit.  

  

Economic Participation and Transformation  

  

To ensure economic participation of youth and bring about transformation, Government of 

India has taken a two-pronged approach, namely, (i) enabling skill development and (ii) 

implementing direct employment programmes for less skilled individuals.   

  

The Government of India has adopted skill development as a national priority. In order to 

create an institutional base for skill development in India at the national level, a three-tier 

institutional structure, consisting of the PM’s National Council on Skill Development (NCSD), 

the National Skill Development Coordination Board (NSDCB) and the National Skill 

Development Corporation (NSDC), were created. It also launched the National Skill 

Development Policy (NSDP) with a target for skilling 500 million people by 2020.  National 

Skill Development Agency (NSDA) created in 2013 coordinates and harmonizes the skill 

development efforts of the Government and the private sector to achieve the skilling 

targets of our 12th Plan and beyond and endeavours to bridge the social, regional, 

gender and economic divide in skilling.  

  

We have taken various steps for generating employment in the country. This includes 

encouraging private sector of economy, fast tracking various projects involving substantial 

investment and increasing public expenditure on schemes like Prime Minister's Employment 

Generation Programme (PMEGP), Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGA), Rural Skill Program and National Urban Livelihoods Mission 

(NULM).  

  

The Government of India has recently launched its flagship programmes viz., Make in 

India, Digital India, Skill India, Prime Minister’s Micro Units Development and Refinance 

Agency, Startup India, stand up India, which have directly impacted the lives of the youth 

of India.   
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Education, Skills and Second Chance  

  

The first and foremost priority area of our National Youth Policy is the  

Education as the demographic dividend also poses the single greatest challenge of 

providing the youth with educational opportunities, skills and training to enable them to 

effectively participate in nation building.  With nearly 140 million people in the college-going 

age group, one in every four graduates in the world will be a product of the Indian higher 

education system. With well-planned expansion and a student-centric learning-driven 

model of education, India has not only bettered its enrolment numbers but has dramatically 

enhanced its learning outcomes. Further, with the effective use of technology, India has 

been able to resolve the longstanding struggle between excellence and equity.  

  

We take pride to mention a few highlights of the India’s education sector:   

  

•India has been the single largest provider of global talent, with one in four    graduates in 

the world being a product of the Indian system,   

•India is among top 5 countries globally in cited research output, its research capabilities 

boosted by annual R&D spends amounting to over US$140 billion •The country has 

augmented its GER to about 50% while also reducing disparity in GER across states to 5 

percentage points  

•India has become a regional hub for higher education, attracting global learners from all 

over the world  

•Indian higher education institutions are governed by the highest standards of ethics and 

accountability, with every single one of them being previewed and accredited  

VCX 

Health and Combating Substance Abuse  

  

Youth-specific health issues that require a targeted approach in India include  (a) 

promoting a healthy lifestyle among youth to combat noncommunicable diseases 

attributable to lifestyle disorders like obesity, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, stroke, 

chronic lung diseases, cancer, etc. which have been increasingly affecting young adults, 

(b) creating awareness about family planning, birth control, STDs, HIV/AIDS and substance 

abuse, especially in rural areas and (c) addressing issues concerning emotional and mental 
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health (e.g. risk of depression and potential suicide attempts), esp. in case of adolescent 

youth.  

  

Youth specific health issues are being addressed through targeted programs. Balanced 

nutrition and healthy lifestyle information are being provided to the youth. Youth are also 

encouraged to engage in sports, yoga and recreation in order to ensure their physical well-

being.  

  

Nation-building and social cohesion  

  

Efforts are being made to provide youth with ample opportunities to develop their skills, 

capabilities, personality and become good citizens of the country. Student youth are 

encouraged to take up programmes on a voluntary basis through their participation in 

schemes like the National Service Scheme and the National Cadet Corps. Government of 

India also supports the programmes of Bharat Scouts and Guides. The student youth of these 

organizations participate in the nation building process taking up special programmes on 

literacy, HIV/AIDS, drug abuse, environment enrichment etc. In addition to these schemes, 

we also have a number of student youth associations and youth wings of political parties, 

who also take part in nation building activities.  

  

Likewise, the non-student youth in the villages are mobilized through the network of Youth 

Clubs affiliated to the Nehru Yuva Kendras. It is estimated that about 8 million youth are 

participating in various activities through over 160 thousand youth clubs of the Nehru Yuva 

Kendras. In addition, India is fortunate to have a host of Non-Governmental Organizations 

which support youth programmes.  

  

National Reconstruction Corps Scheme provides opportunities to young. people to 

participate in the nation building endeavours on a whole-time basis working in their own 

community settings.  

  

Effective and responsive youth development institutions  

  

To encourage training, research, guidance and documentation for youth work and youth 

programmes, a national level apex agency, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth 
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Development has been established in 1993 to act as a think-tank for youth programmes, 

policies and implementation strategies. The Institute also offers academic programs that 

are youth centric. The institute is unique that it is the only institution in South Asia which is 

exclusively devoted to, study, research and training in the area of youth development. So 

far, the institute has conducted thousands of training programmes in a range of areas 

across the length and breadth of the country. These training programmes have gone a long 

way in sensitizing the youth on numerous issues of national and international importance.   

  

I would like to conclude, reiterating the fact that Youth, in all ages have been the vanguard 

of progress and social change. They have right, as well as obligations to participate actively 

in the national development and in shaping the destiny of the nation, which is, actually, 

their own destiny. Their problems are many and varied and their aspirations naturally high, 

in a country like ours with a great past and greater promise for the future. The need, 

therefore, is to create increasing opportunities for them to develop their personality and 

their functional capability and thus make them economically productive and socially 

useful.   

I am, indeed, hopeful that the deliberations of this Summit will have far reaching effects on 

the future policies and programmes for the development of youth of our countries.  

  

China welcome address Honourable Minister, Hon. Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma，  

Ladies and gentlemen, our friends:  

Glad to come to the beautiful Bela-Bela. Thanks to the South African Youth Development 

Agency for its meticulous organization and thoughtful arrangement for the BRICS Youth 

Summit. I am Sun Ruru, head of the Chinese delegation. It is a great honor to participate in 

this youth Summit on behalf of China Youth Federation.  

 The BRICS countries have played an increasingly important role in global governance, from 

an economic concept born in the financial crisis to a new and powerful international 

cooperation mechanism after a decade of development. The BRICS are now an important 

engine of world economic growth. Over the past decade, the BRICS economies have 

accounted for a global share of the total from 12% to 23%, the proportion of total global 

trade increased from 11% to 16%. The BRICS countries ' contribution to global economic 

growth reached nearly 50% in 2017 years. All this suggests that the rise of the BRICS is 

changing the balance of international power and the Order of governance. as an 

outstanding representative of emerging economies, the BRICS have the capacity to play 
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an important role in global governance and have a strong desire to play that role. The 

declarations issued by the BRICS summits have been more or less mentioned as a major 

push for global governance. The current international situation requires a more equitable, 

reasonable and balanced new global governance system, and the BRICS can play a 

significant role. Should insist on economic globalization, against trade protectionism at the 

same time, put more energy on the expansion of domestic demand market. Embracing 

each other in the open, we will continue to play a role in building a "human destiny 

Community" and building an innovative, dynamic, linkage and inclusive world economy by 

further enhancing the level of cooperation among BRICS countries in global governance 

and promoting innovation and sustainable development in the context of common 

development and cooperation. How much role and influence the BRICS countries can play 

in global governance, depends largely on its ability to further strengthen political consensus, 

to uphold the principle of being and not to do something, to properly handle relations with 

other international organizations, to reduce negative "spillover effects", to unite more 

emerging economies, can accelerate the pace on the way of the mechanism.  

China is a staunch supporter and participant of the BRICS mechanism, which takes the 

BRICS cooperation as an important direction of China's diplomacy, and the exchange and 

cooperation among the BRICS youth sector is also an important part of youth diplomacy. 

During the fifth meeting, The BRICS leaders, President Xi Jinping 2013 The BRICS National 

Youth policy dialogue and was, written into the Durban declaration. For 5 years, the 

cooperation between the youth of the BRICS countries, from blueprint to action, brings 

together the intellectual forces of the BRICS youth and youth organizations, and makes 

useful explorations in the communication and coordination of youth policy, the exchange 

of experiences in youth work, the exchange of information on youth affairs and practical 

cooperation in various fields, and has achieved positive results. In order to promote the 

BRICS countries ' exchanges and cooperation in youth, to enhance the understanding and 

friendship among the youth of BRICS countries and to lay the social foundation for the 

cooperation of BRICS countries in various fields, China Youth Federation is actively involved 

in the multilateral and bilateral activities of the BRICS countries. 2017 4 months and 3 days, 

with the personal care and promotion of Chinese President Xi Jinping, the CPC Central 

Committee and State Council promulgated the first special Youth Development Plan in the 

history of New China, For the first time, China’s youth policy has a framework document. As 

the action program of our party and national youth work in the coming period, China's 

medium and long term Youth development plan is the first time to put forward the principle 
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of the party management of Youth, the first time it puts forward the concept of youth priority 

development, the first time facing the youth group from the ideological and moral, 

Education, health, marriage, employment, entrepreneurship, culture, social integration and 

social participation, the maintenance of legal rights and interests, prevention of crime, 

social security and other fields put forward a more complete youth development policy 

system.   

In the context of the increasingly complex international situation and the challenges faced 

by economic and social development, the youth of the BRICS countries have shown a good 

momentum of development. This is related to the BRICS focusing on youth growth, solving 

youth problems and bringing youth as the backbone of social development is inseparable. 

China is moving in a more robust and sustainable direction, we have confidence in China's 

economic development, China's development needs the world, the world's development 

needs China, the BRICS countries and China maintain good and mutually beneficial 

cooperative relations, the exchanges between the two sides are conducive to the deep 

integration and cooperation of economic and trade, participation in global governance, 

Youth Exchange is an important part of BRICS cooperation and exchanges, the BRICS 

countries youth cooperation is an important example of youth participation in global 

governance, and hope that all countries will join hands with China to enhance innovation 

awareness, grasp development opportunities, enhance national exchanges, and make the 

new forces of development and progress of BRICS countries. A messenger of friendship and 

a catalyst for pragmatic cooperation. Here, I wish the South African BRICS Youth Summit a 

complete success.  

    Thank you!  
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4.Address by the Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Buti Manamela to the 

4th BRICS Youth Summit, Zebula Estate, Bela-Bela, Limpopo  

Programme Director  

Chairperson of the 4th BRICS Youth Summit, Mr Sifiso Mtsweni  

Heads of Delegation of all member countries  

Delegates  

Guests Ladies and gentlemen  

It is my pleasure to join you and to be part of this historic fourth BRICS Youth Summit.  

   

The sustainability of BRICS as an alternative development partnership initiative depends on 

the commitment of the delegates in this Youth Summit. Your commitment to the BRICS 

breathes life to the adage “nothing for us without us.”  

It is in your collective interest as young people from BRICS countries that BRICS is sustained 

for the development of our respective countries. The BRICS countries comprise of some of 

the world’s most populous nations with young people making us a significant proportion of 

the total national population.    

The young people of BRICS must take BRICS seriously because they are the present and 

future of BRICS.    

You therefore must demand a seat at the table. To be heard. And to shape this future that 

belongs to us.  

You are the rightful heirs of all the medium and long-term development projects that are 

the core work of BRICS.  

You stand to benefit the most from development of our countries, individually and 

collectively.  

This Summit should ensure that you rise to become co-architects of the development 

projects, rather than only heirs.  

As young people, we must embrace the establishment of The New Development Bank, and 

the work that it has already started since its launch. We should see this as an alternative 

financing mechanism that directly challenges the dominance and hegemony of western 

financing institutions. So, this is not just a development finance institution, but sets the 

developing world on a different ideological trajectory that does not bind its borrowers to 

certain undesired political fates, respects their democracy and embrace their national 

sovereignty.  
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For far too long, the developing world were caught between the pressures of political 

compliance exerted by the West and the need for development aid from within their 

countries.  

The New Development Bank represents a complete turn from this, and as the youth we 

should therefore defend its finding articles and principles as they are more about 

democracy and they are about development.  

Now, let’s look at what the banks says it does.  

They set annual targets for development finance that is made available for a set number 

of projects each year.  

Broadly speaking, it is aimed at;  

•Fostering development of member countries  

•supporting economic growth  

•Promoting competitiveness and facilitating job creation  

•Building a knowledge sharing platform among developing countries Young people need 

to feature prominently in the investments and projects that are funded by the New 

Development Bank (NDB).  

Investing in young people would not be an act of charity and ticking a box to meet a quota.  

The daring innovation of young people and architecture of the future they want to build for 

themselves should have the robustness that meets the due diligence of the NDB.  

At the same time, the NDB focuses on supporting the projects that are relevant to the BRICS 

countries.  

Similarly, the financing mechanism ought to present a radical shift from conventional 

mechanisms that limit the Bretten Woods institutions.  

Without radical mechanisms that enable adequate financing of, and investment in, young 

people, the Bank would be no different from institutions it seeks to be an alternative of.  

In its first year of operation in 2016, the NDB approved 7 major projects for an amount of US$ 

1.8 billion, which were mostly on renewable energy.  

In 2017, the number of projects grew to 13 for a total of US$ 3.1 billion.  

In the current calendar year, the NDB plans to approve 20 new projects estimated at US$ 4 

billion.  

As the number of megaprojects and their funding quantam grows in the coming years, it is 

important that young people take interest in these projects.  

Are young people getting jobs in these mega-projects?  



  

 

40  

  

Are the value chains contributing to skills development and economic development in 

BRICS member countries?  

In answering these questions, the BRICS Business Council becomes an important platform 

for young people to ask these questions and advocate for solutions.  

Youth participation, particularly young women, in the BRICS Business Council should not be 

an after-thought that the Council finds way to co-opt into its structures.  

Youth and women participation should be an intrinsic feature of the evolution of the 

Council.  

As relatively new, and modern, structures of BRICS evolve and mature, they should have all 

the desirable demographic features.  

Redress should only be a focus of the economic development of the member countries.  

It would be foolhardy to let BRICS structures evolve to maturity in a way that would later 

require demographic redress to include youth and women. It is thus a pleasant 

development that this fourth BRICS Youth Summit has dedicated time for delegates to 

discuss this important matter of youth participation in the BRICS Business Council, and the 

New Development Bank. At the moment, the BRICS Business Council, with its 9 working 

groups, largely comprises of respective participating industries.  

It is in the interest of the Council and young people that they urgently work together to 

ensure youth participation in the Council.  

The skills development and economic development of the member countries require the 

business community to pull together.  

The growth of existing industries and the establish of new industry would benefit business, 

that includes young people.  

The BRICS Business Council cannot have interests that excludes young people.  

All this requires a united youth amongst member counties of BRICS.  

The strength of diversity of youth in BRICS member countries is yet to be fully harnessed in 

ways we cannot yet imagine.  

The collaboration of young people in skills development, innovation and entrepreneurship 

has a potential to provide solutions to many of our development challenges.  

For the collaboration to be effective, it has to be sustained in-between the highlight of the 

annual summit.  

As the young people of BRICS member countries, you have the technology to sustain the 

interaction and collaboration.  
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Although most of you are unlikely to attend the 20th BRICS Youth Summit, you have a 

responsibility to ensure that at that time, the platforms you would have established have 

the resilience to benefit the youth of that time. I have confidence that the delegates 

gathered here are committed to strengthen collaboration in a way that is greater than 

themselves. It cannot be more truer, that the aspirations of over a billion-young people in 

the BRICS member countries rests on your shoulders, you dare not fail them.  

And hopefully, we will take advantage of the cooperation started by the visionary 

leadership of our elders to ensure that it is centered on youth, it is for youth and is driven by 

youth.  

I wish you all the best in your discussions, and thank you for listening.  

  

5.Address delivered by the Minister of Home Affairs, Malusi Gigaba, During the centennial 

commemorations of the legacy of Nelson Mandela at the BRICS Youth Summit in Limpopo, 

South Africa, on 18 July 2018  

  

Today, 18th July 2018, Nelson Mandela would have turned 100 years old.  

  

Born as the First World War was grinding towards its painful end, he would epitomise 

throughout his life the very course for justice, human solidarity, peace, reconciliation and 

freedom which at the moment of his birth was denied his people and more than half the 

world’s population.  

  

When he was born in 1918, the Union of South Africa was eight years into existence, 

characterised as it was by an exclusive all-white pact signed at the end of the South African 

War of 1899-1902, wrongly named for many decades the Anglo-Boer War, in order to deny 

the Africans their role and accordingly their rightful stake in the spoils of the war. The Union 

of South Africa would both unite the then four existing independent provinces of this broad 

polity under the dominion of the British Empire but do so on the basis of the political exclusion 

and economic exploitation of the black majority, the consequences remain a very real 

feature of our society even to this day.  

  

From the outset, the black were viewed as outcasts in the new Union, but at worst they were 

regarded as the beasts of burden, there to be super exploited and their labour power and 

its products to be expropriated at a pittance by a vicious system of white minority rule based 
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on ferocious tyranny and violence. To underline this system of oppression, the white 

government had in 1913 enacted a law which expropriated all the land of the African 

majority by brute force, thus rendering every African household destitute truants in the land 

of their birth.  

  

This Natives Land Act, which constituted the original sin in our country, added insult to the 

injury that had started with the discovery of diamond and gold in the Cape Colony and the 

Transvaal Republic which saw the various colonial governments introducing laws such as 

the poll tax, stock culling and others, added onto which now was the Land Act, all of which 

forced able-bodied African men from their rural homesteads, separated from their families 

to come and work on white farms and white-owned mines until the hands were bleeding 

and backs broken.  

  

Recording a crucial meeting they had had back in 1659 with the Khoisan leaders, Jan Van 

Riebeek, who led the settlers who landed in the Cape of Good Hope on 06th April 1652, 

said the Khoisan leaders demanded their land for their cattle to graze, to which the settlers 

responded that “they had now lost that land in war, and therefore could not expect to get 

it back. It was our intention to keep it.” (John Reader, “AFRICA: A Biography of the 

Continent”)   

  

It is not however my desire today to chronicle the entire spectre of the colonial economic 

relations but rather to give context to the conditions into which a young man was born on 

this day in a village of Mvezo in the Eastern Cape, unbeknown to him, his parents, family 

and fellow villagers that he would grow into a struggle icon of global stature. To become a 

freedom fighter would be Mandela’s destiny, one he would embark upon with a clear 

conscience.  

  

On numerous occasions during his 67 years of struggle, he would reflect on his choice to be 

part of and lead the struggle of his people and, on each occasion, he came to the 

conclusion that he had made the correct choice. He knew the sacrifices his choices 

entailed, and that those opposed to his ideals would use every means at their disposal to 

thwart those ideals and try block the endless waves of the freedom struggle, and that in so 

doing they would not only use the most vile and vicious methods, but would seek to inflict 

upon their opponents and victims the most ferocious pain at a personal level.  
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But on none of the occasions when they visited such ferocity on his person and family did 

he even once flinch or flounder. Such was his tenacity that whenever he came face to face 

with the brutal regime of oppression, his principles triumphed and his steadfastness reigned 

supreme. He would never be the first to blink in the confrontation with the regime in the firm 

conviction and knowledge that to do so would betray his people and suffocate the vital 

courage they needed to make their principled stand against the tyrants.  

  

It is my privilege today to stand on this rostrum to pay tribute to the memory of this icon 

about whom I am not so sure I am qualified to speak. What makes this occasion even more 

special is the very fact that gathered here are the representatives of the youth of the 

countries of the South Africa whose people have determined that they shall challenge the 

global status quo and ensure that the world in which we live is multipolar.  

  

BRICS represents the global resolve of the peoples of developing nations that a new and 

better world is possible and with our collective effort we can forge such a world. With BRICS 

in existence, and growing stronger both as a trading partnership and political bloc, it will no 

longer be possible that the stronger will impose their will on the weaker and decide that the 

weaker or smaller shall lose their lands, economies and right to participate and be heard in 

global fora as it happened to the Khoisan in the 1650s.  

  

The spirit of BRICS was captured by the first Indian Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, in 1947, 

when the proclaimed India’s independence and immediately cast his eyes on the global 

stage, saying: “And so we have to labour and to work, and work hard, to give reality to our 

dreams. Those dreams are for India, but they are also for the world, for all the nations and 

peoples are too closely knit together today for any one of them to imagine it can live 

apart.”  

  

If the idea of being closely knit together existed already in 1947, how much more so today 

when globalisation has advanced so much and so far, as it has, knitting together nations 

and peoples in ways yet before unimaginable! The countries and peoples that constitute 

the BRICS bloc are no strangers to one another; their relations were forged in the crucible 

of the struggle for independence and national self-determinations.  
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Each one of us and together have both struggled independently and also supported one 

another, forging common cause along the way, as we sought not only the right to national-

determination for our peoples but also as we championed that for others. We come 

together not by chance or inescapable fate, but because our collective conscience and 

yearning for a new and better world has driven us closer to one another.  

  

It is a special tribute to the South African people that as BRICS celebrates its first decade, it 

does so on our soil during the year of the centennial celebration of the birth of Nelson 

Mandela who belongs now to all BRICS nations and to the world.  

A rare opportunity thus presents itself for your generation to reflect on the lives, the times 

and struggles of a rare generation, to ponder their feats and foibles, indeed in order not just 

capture the moments through which they traversed but, above it all, to examine the 

challenges of your time in relation to the lessons of their lives.  

  

In one of his talks to us when we still members and leaders of the ANC Youth League, back 

in 1996, Nelson Mandela reminded us that when they formed the ANCYL, they 

commissioned three papers, the copies of which unfortunately can no longer be found 

today; namely,  

  

• The world we live in,  

• The country we live in, and  

• The future we want!  

  

From the outset, it is discernible that Nelson Mandela and his fellow young comrades with 

whom they grabbed the mettle of struggle in the ANC determined to change not only the 

ANC and South Africa, but they cast their long eyes upon Africa and the world.  

  

From the very onset, they were not merely national patriots, but were both African and 

international patriots, and that is why they did not limit the struggle for freedom in South 

Africa but both mobilised international support for it and ensured that in the pursuit of their 

own liberation, the South African people acted at all times in solidarity with other oppressed 

peoples of the world.  
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The ANC’s and South Africa’s abhorrence for injustice globally owes its origins from the 

example set by these pathfinders!  

  

In honouring Nelson Mandela, we honour not only the individual, but also the group of 

young women and men with whom he sought to make history, in the course of which they 

charted for us difficult not to follow.  

  

Because of these, the bright lights on our firmament, who lit our freedom struggle and whose 

sacrifices made the pain of our oppression bearable, because they imbued our national 

life with the hope that the gross injustice we experienced would in time come to pass, 

because of these, our struggle would gain international recognition and eventually 

become itself an internationalist struggle, and set an example in international solidarity.  

  

We stand today as proud beneficiaries of these lodestars of our nation for whom our 

freedom meant more than their own lives. They risked and sacrificed it all so that we could 

stand today as a free people, free to pursue our destiny in conditions now of our own 

choosing!  

  

In his unpublished prison, autobiographical manuscripts, Madiba says, “Even when at times 

I am plagued with an uneasy conscience I have to acknowledge that my whole-hearted 

commitment to the liberation of our people gives meaning to life and yields for me a sense 

of national pride and real joy.”  

  

When he thought about this, he was still in the underground prior both to the Treason and 

Rivonia trials, but he was already deep in the struggle having recently led the Defiance 

Campaign as the Volunteer-in-Chief.  

  

Earlier, he had described how he had been torn by the prospects of being away from his 

family, knowing how that would affect them, because even though he had been confined 

to Johannesburg, pressure of work had allowed him little time to spend with them.  

  

Probably at that stage, Madiba was not himself aware of the further drifting away and 

separation from his family he would have to endure as the demands of the underground 
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and the preparations for the new phase of the struggle which would consist of the armed 

resistance would take their heavy toll on him and his comrades.  

  

So heavy would be the sacrifices they had to make that in 1968 he would miss his mother’s 

funeral and in 1969 that of his son whilst incarcerated for life on Robben Island.  

The heavy pain of being denied his duty both as a son and father to bury these two among 

the most invaluable in his life would excruciatingly haunt him inside the prison cells.  

  

Those of us who are the beneficiaries of the precious gift of freedom which these freedom 

fighters bequeathed us may take for granted what they went through as they acted daily 

to demonstrate their commitment to our dignity and humanity.  

  

With the passage of time, as democracy gets ensconced and we become more and more 

a rights-based society, we may lose the significance of the sacrifices they had to make and 

take for granted what they did as what they had no choice but to do.  

  

Yes, they had no choice, because the heavy yoke of oppression was not only felt physically 

but it sat uncomfortably on the consciences of righteous women and men, black and white, 

young and old, and they could not reconcile their very being with its existence without 

challenging it and seeking its destruction.  

  

Just to underscore this question of making hard choices in favour of justice and 

righteousness, in his letter to Amina Cachalia, Madiba reminisces about bidding farewell to 

his wife, the late Winnie, and kids at the end of the Treason Trial, saying:  

  

“It was not an easy decision to make. I knew the hardship, misery and humiliation to which 

my absence would expose them. I have spent anxious moments thinking of them and never 

once doubted Zami’s [Winnie’s] courage and determination…”  

  

But, he says later,  

  

“And I sometimes used to think – search my soul – whether I had done the right thing, 

because not only my mother, but my sisters were struggling … I wondered whether I had 

done the right thing to try and help the public, and get your parents and family in such 
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difficulties. But every time, I used to end up by saying, ‘Well, this was the correct decision on 

my part.’ … But one had to endure it, you see, because when I sat down to think about this, 

I said,  

‘Well nevertheless, I have taken a decision, a correct decision’ because  

they are not the only people who are suffering. Hundreds, millions, in our country are 

suffering and so I felt I had taken a correct decision.”  

  

Yet he and his comrades remained steadfast.  

  

It is this steadfastness in pursuit of principles they considered so dear and which they 

cherished so completely that they were prepared to face any consequences to themselves 

in order to achieve them that we honour Tata Nelson Mandela and the women and men 

with whom they went to the trenches.  

  

It is such courage that distinguished this rare generation of freedom fighters from the 

cowards that either oppressed them or that abstained from the freedom struggle for fear 

they could in the course lose their lives or apartheid-given petty privileges.  

  

Earlier, in 1963, as their trial was nearing its conclusion, the Rivonia Trialists were anticipating 

maximum sentence.   

  

First, they had refused to admit guilt during the trial and had instead accused the regime of 

being the one that was guilty and should have been on trial.  

  

Secondly, they had agreed that if sentenced to death, they would not appeal.  

  

This was both an act of courage on their part as it was a statement of faith in their people 

that they would not be cowered by the regime’s brutality to submission to oppression, but 

instead would be urged into action to avenge their death, should it happen.    

  

No statement uttered in the face of a probable execution has ever been more defiant than 

the one made by Madiba as the Rivonia Trial was being concluded, when on behalf of his 

fellow comrades he said:  
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“During my lifetime, I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have 

fought against white domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have 

cherished the ideal of a democratic and free society in which all persons live together in 

harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live for and to achieve. 

But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.”  

  

In simple terms, at this moment they not only told the regime that they had no fear for it in 

their hearts, but they went further to dare it to do its damnest! Bear in mind that these men 

were husbands and fathers, and knew very well the full implications of their actions and the 

decisions they had taken. Yet, they remained steadfast and unflinching in the face of a 

probable calamitous end.  

  

That famous Rivonia speech must not only have sent a cold shiver down the spines of the 

oppressed as they listened to some of their most principled leaders making their final stand 

against the racist bullies, but it also certainly shook racial tyranny to its roots, challenged 

their determination, if they had one, to execute these leaders and made them to recoil 

from their ignominious intentions.  

  

As we reminisce about Nelson Mandela’s life, and what it means to your generation of 

youth, I am sure there is a lot in what I have already said above that you can extract and 

adjust to your conditions today.  

  

However, I wish to say this to you that you who are free must never take your freedom for 

granted or believe naively that such freedom gained can never again be lost to new 

groups of tyrants.  

  

Such tyrants do not need to be political, they could as well be economic tyrants arisen in 

the context of neo-liberal globalisation, or what has been termed market fundamentalism, 

which believes in the unbridled power of the markets, particularly of financial capital, and 

seeks to reduce the popular power and voice of the masses by turning them despondent 

and non-participants in the national and global political processes.  

  

Gathered as you are today, being the youth and thus our future, you make an unequivocal 

claim to the future of your societies, the BRICS bloc and the world. You must resist all 
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attempts to turn youth into idle observers of political processes who sheepishly accept the 

notion of youth apathy and abstain from the democratic process.  

  

During this, the era and world of the most extensive availability of information and 

technology, you must insist that youth must be reached through the platforms in which they 

are most engaged and be involved through those processes.  

  

That is why you must resist every attempt to exclude the youth from the political, civic and 

business processes particularly now when societies are getting younger and we have seen 

the emergence of younger political and corporate across the regions of the world.  

  

In his book, The Price of Inequality, Joseph Stiglitz, former World Bank Vice-president, makes 

a bold statement that,  

  

“We have seen how America’s current inequality, and that of many countries, did not arise 

spontaneously from abstract market forces but was shaped and enhanced by politics. 

Politics is the battleground for fights over how to divide a nation’s economic pie. It is a battle 

that the 1 percent (of the wealthiest) have been winning. That isn’t how it’s supposed to be 

in a democracy.”  

  

You must take a stand!  

  

History demands that you must take a stand; the present and the future also demand that 

you must take a firm stand to ensure that you transform our politics to be in favour of the 

excluded, the poor and to renew humanity’s faith in democracy.  

  

Nelson Mandela and his fellow youth comrades could have been daunted by the 

ostensible might of the colonial government during the forties and decided not to form the 

ANCYL and join the ANC, in order to participate in the struggle for freedom, but so deep 

was their social conscience and so huge was their youthful exuberance that they could not 

sit idly whilst their people were oppressed, they joined in.   

  

The BRICS youth must both to amplify the message of the BRICS bloc and to lend it youthful 

dynamism and vitality in ways that only the youth can because you, and you alone, are 
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not inhibited by the complacency of the past but possess the wild and untamed ideals of 

the future!  

  

The fundamental challenge for the BRICS youth is to seek a dynamic, inclusive, knowledge 

economy based on comparative advantage and value addition, increasingly integrated 

with global economies, as an equal partner.  

  

You cannot stay away from the struggles for social justice and economic inclusion and 

participation for developing countries.  

  

The globalisation of the eighties, nineties and the early 21st century was characterised by 

vast inequalities within and between nation-states, economic exclusion for large numbers 

of people, deepening poverty amidst unprecedented wealth for the few and the 

marginalisation of developing countries from structures of global political and economic 

governance and decision-making.  

  

It stands to reason that to reverse the above, there has to be a concerted effort by all 

developing countries to reject the global order that currently exists and demand and 

advocate for a new and better world order.  

  

If Nelson Mandela were to wake up and ask the BRICS youth, are you content with the world 

order in which you live, you must give him an unequivocal answer that you seek social 

justice on a global scale.  

  

To achieve that, you must get involved and participate, to demand a democratic system 

globally and nationally that solves poverty and achieves broad-based inclusion.  

  

This means BRICS youth must advocate for economies, again to refer to Stiglitz, whose 

performance is judged by what is happening to the well-being of most citizens, rather than 

an elite few.  

  



  

 

51  

  

To create better societies and a better world, BRICS Youth through formal interactions like 

this Summit, and many more informal interactions, must find ways to collaborate and 

reinforce one another.  

  

How to achieve this?   

  

Empowerment of youth is a huge part of the answer; and youth are not empowered to 

succeed, countries themselves cannot succeed.  

  

Preoccupation with the questions of the future – what it will be, how it shall be achieved 

and what social forces must be harnessed in its pursuit – accordingly places the youth at 

the very centre of every nation’s endeavours.   

  

In essence, every society that neglects investing in its future – its own sustenance and survival 

– will inevitably meet its doom.  

  

The sustenance and perpetuation of the ideas of any class and social stratum – indeed of 

any society – depends on the deliberate and conscious investment in the youth as the rising 

generation and their effective mobilisation into political action.   

  

Youth are ideally suited to come up with new ways of thinking about and doing things.   

  

They are typically the least wedded to the way things are, and the most imaginative, 

audacious and impatient about the way things might be.  

  

Indeed, youth have always been instrumental in dramatic social progress, locally and 

globally and examples abound.   

  

People in their twenties and thirties have been directly responsible for some of the most 

important turning points and periods of progress in our history and many are today 

transforming the economics of the world as well as the world’s most developed countries.  

  

The pace of technological change and globalization has increased at dizzying speed.   
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Young people must lead our drive to advance, shape and win the fourth industrial 

revolution; they must point the way to the future and must be unafraid to propose bold 

ideas and tools with which to pursue them.  

  

The challenge before all of us, and the challenge for you, is to build economies and 

societies which equip young people with the tools and ecosystems to create and take 

advantage of economic opportunities.  

  

We need to fundamentally transform our economic patterns of production if we are to 

capture a share of global trade which is commensurate with our population.  

This is a huge opportunity to use the BRICS partnership to reshape global trade patterns to 

accelerate and deepen our development.  

  

Our education systems need to adapt to these changes and empower the youth for their 

current and future role to lead these dynamic societies and changes.  

  

By 2050, Africa as a region will have one of the largest workforces in the world, with 1 billion 

young people. To dramatically scale up our education and training systems to cover this 

many young people, we will need to find innovative ways to deliver education. Education 

will need to become more interactive, to leverage technology and remote learning, and 

to become cheaper to deliver if we are to cover all our young people. We will need to get 

business heavily involved in shaping university and college curricula.   

  

Certainly, we will need to invest massively in teaching our young people STEM subjects and 

core 4th industrial revolution skills like software programming, coding and advanced 

manufacturing.  

  

The economy needs to grow faster to create opportunities for the many young people who 

are unemployed, and who enter the workforce each year.  We need to resolve the political 

inertia, policy blockages and other factors which limit our economic competitiveness. We 

need new ideas and perspectives on how to advance growth and transformation.   
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BRICS youth need to participate in policy debates and policy formulation processes. You 

need to weigh in with your perspectives, experiences and proposals to influence the 

policies which will shape the economy.  

  

In conclusion, you – the youth of BRICS – are not the leaders of tomorrow; you are the 

leaders of today.  

Your deliberations at this summit matter. The connections you are making at this summit 

matter.  

  

You are developing the policy ideas, the start-ups, the partnerships which will help our 

countries advance economically and socially now and in the years to come.  

Daunting economic and social challenges should excite you; they are opportunities for you 

to have an impact.  

  

On this Mandela Day, in the centennial year of our beloved first democratic President, 

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, I hope you will reflect on and embody the values of Madiba: 

commitment to building a just society, service to others, working every day to make the 

world a better place.  

  

I thank you.  

  

6. Minister Lindiwe Zulu: BRICS Youth Summit 17 Jul 2018  

Remarks by the Minister of Small Business Development, Ms Lindiwe Zulu, on the occasion of 

the BRICS Youth Summit  

Programme Director;  

Chairperson of the National Youth Development Agency, Mr Sifiso Mtsweni;  

Honoured guests;  

Ladies and gentlemen  

   

Addressing young people in 1995 on Youth Day, former President, Nelson Mandela said:  

   

“At the end of the day, your progress will depend on how you apply yourselves to your work. 

The road to a better life demands hard work. It demands discipline, patience and 
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responsibility … This generation of youth stands at the border-line between the past of 

oppression and repression, and the future of prosperity, peace and harmony”.  

   

In this centenary of Nelson Mandela and Albertinah Sisulu, we have a responsibility to ensure 

that our practical actions give concrete expression to the clarion call by our former 

President. Indeed, young people have been at the centre of every watershed moment in 

the struggle against oppression and exploitation.  

   

Carrying the message of Tata Madiba forward, President Cyril Ramaphosa had the 

following to say on the occasion of this year’s Youth Day:  

   

“Even as we built a democratic South Africa, it was fearless young people who reminded 

us that liberation would not be complete until the wealth of the land is shared among its 

people. The current generation of youth has therefore chosen as its mission the attainment 

of economic freedom”.  

   

Young people must continue to be a force for progressive change and radical 

transformation. As we approach the BRICS Summit, we continue to urge young people to 

recommit themselves to the historic task of being agents of change and leading the 

reconstruction and development of our country.  

   

Our BRICS membership contributes to further leveraging economic opportunities for our own 

development agenda, as well as that of the continent. As part of the developing world, 

South Africa faces the triple challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequality.  

   

Particularly in the context of current global developments, South Africa’s membership of 

BRICS has been one of the key strategic partnerships of the democratic South Africa and is 

a key platform for promoting South-South trade and investment.  

   

The BRICS membership is now showing its potential benefits to the local economy. BRICS 

partners share best practices and development models to address and combat these 

common challenges. More importantly, BRICS seeks to advance the restructuring of the 

global political, economic and financial architecture into one that is more equitable and 

balanced and which rests on the important pillar of multilateralism.  
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Significantly, BRICS contain 40 percent of the world’s population.  

With a combined GDP of approximately $15 trillion, BRICS countries account for 19.3% of 

gross global product; 42.7% of the world population; and has contributed more than 50% to 

the world economic growth during the last 10 years.  

   

Intra-BRICS trade has grown from US$567 billion in 2010 to $744 billion in 2017. South Africa-

BRIC trade has grown from $28bn to $35bn over the same period. Both SA exports to and 

imports from other BRICS countries have grown at a rate faster than South Africa’s global 

trade, thus increasing the importance of other BRICS countries in South Africa’s trade 

basket. Combined, the BRIC countries account for 15.4% of South Africa’s global exports, 

and 25.4% of the country’s imports. The key focus for BRICS should be to change the 

structure of our trade and promote value-added trade so as to contribute to the structural 

transformation of our economies.  

   

The SMME sector in many of the BRICS economies contribute up to nearly half of their 

exports, manufacturing output and GDP. Together we are addressing key 

barriers/impediments faced by SMMEs and the need for cooperation among the BRICS 

countries to effectively address the barriers to trade and investment amongst the SMMEs.  

   

Across the globe, experience demonstrates that small business and cooperatives thrive if 

an enabling environment is created and if there is a robust partnership between 

government, big business and the SMMEs and co-operative sector.  

   

In this regard, South Africa has identified small businesses and co-operatives as critical to 

creating an economy that benefits all. South Africa’s economy needs a thriving small 

business and cooperatives sector to reach national socio-economic goals of a prosperous 

and inclusive society. It is only through a flourishing inclusive economy that the challenges 

of inequality, unemployment and poverty can be comprehensively addressed.  

   

Our point of departure is that small businesses can be the backbones of any economy and 

the main driver of economic growth, poverty reduction and job creation. A healthy SMME 

sector can make a massive contribution to the economy by creating more employment 

opportunities and generating higher production volumes.  
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The country’s high rate of unemployment and extreme inequality call for bold and far-

sighted interventions. The National Development Plan is the vehicle which will address 

poverty, unemployment and inequality. It sets an ambitious aim to treble the size of the 

economy by 2030, a daunting challenge that will require our collective contribution. 

Meeting the NDP’s growth target of 5.4 % for the next 16 years would not only guarantee 

South Africa’s material prosperity, but would be an elevating and inspiring narrative for the 

country.  

   

As the NDP makes clear, getting South Africa onto a high-growth trajectory demands that 

we fundamentally change our game plan and place small businesses and co-operatives 

at the centre of our war against poverty, inequality and unemployment. Developing a 

strong and growing SME community is a cornerstone of the NDP’s vision. SMEs are expected 

to be central to South Africa’s job creation efforts, in line with international trends.  

   

One of the specific targets of the NDP is to reduce unemployment to 6% by 2030 through 

the creation of 11 million jobs. The NDP projects that if we implement the full range of its 

recommendations, our economy will grow at 5% per annum, with 60-80% of this value being 

generated by SMMEs and expanding businesses, and that this sector will create 90%, or 9.9 

million, of the 11 million new jobs we will boast by 2030. Hence our bold assertion: Small 

business is big business.  

   

We are heartened to note that the contribution of SMMEs to the economy continued to 

increase despite the increasingly difficult economic conditions. We are determined to 

strengthen the small business sector to enable it to occupy its rightful place in the 

mainstream economy and to demonstrate that Small Business is the Big Business of the future 

and working together we can indeed achieve more.  

   

This task is not only limited to government but is a joint compact between government, civil 

society and the private sector. The key responsibility of government is to create an enabling 

environment for small business to take their rightful places in the mainstream economy.  

   

Our active participation in BRICS is in pursuit of our national interests. The economic benefits 

that will accrue through our BRICS membership cannot be over-emphasised. BRICS is, 
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indeed, a concrete affirmation of our unyielding commitment to expand access to a better 

life for all.   

  

I thank you  

  

7.Closing remarks by Deputy Minister Reginah Mhaule on the occasion of the BRICS Youth 

Summit 2018- Bela Bela, Limpopo Province.  

18 July 2018  

Executive mayor:  

Executive Chairperson of the NYDA: Mr Sifiso Mtsweni Heads of Youth  

Delegations from our BRIC partners  

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and High Commissioners  

Captains of Industry Esteemed Delegates  

Ladies and Gentlemen  

I am very pleased to be afforded an opportunity to officially close the 2018  

BRICS Youth Summit held under the theme "radical economic transformation- making the 

BRICS Bank for the youth". The outcomes of this Youth Summit are important and must be 

factored into the overall upcoming 1 0th BRICS Summit discussions and consequent 

decisions. I am confident that when the Heads of State and Government meet next week 

under the theme "BRICS in Africa: Collaboration with  

developing countries for Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in the 4th Industrial 

Revolution", will of course spare no energy in deliberating an array of issues which will 

include matters that affect our young generation. This is indeed a special day not only for 

our country but also the world, as this day was officially declared Nelson Mandela 

International Day by the UN General Assembly. We must therefore mark his 100th birth day 

by recommitting ourselves to the pursuit of his ideal and values which Tata stood for.  

We are very happy to celebrate one of our country's greatest icons, who through his deeds 

contributed positively to the world's achievements including BRICS. We celebrate him by 

dedicating our time and efforts to contribute towards the betterment of the lives of those 

that are less privileged and renew our solemn undertaking to preserve his legacy.  

Ladies and gentlemen  

Our youth must find courage to follow on the great steps of Tata Madiba who as a youth 

himself was very enthusiastic and an active citizen. I would not necessarily bore you with 
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historic account to this fact, however I will remind you that this might had to do with his own 

life story as he became involved in the struggle at a very young age.  

As I stated earlier that the 10th BRICS Summit will reflect on the outcomes of this gathering, 

particularly your proposed mechanism such as a Framework to Facilitate the BRICS Youth 

Secretariat. Having listened to the deliberations, it is my view that you have lived to our 

expectations by clearly identifying the objectives, format and reporting mechanisms 

thereof. I therefore encourage all of you to take a shared responsibility in implementing and 

seeing through the decisions we have collectively made in this regard. We must also be 

guided by the shared vision of the BRICS leadership in order to realize our common future 

in this era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.  

Ladies and gentlemen  

I must emphasize that we are conscious that South Africa's chairmanship of the BRICS 

formation takes place in the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and we seek to utilize this 

opportunity to further contribute towards the Africa we aspire in a global environment. We 

are further conscious that as we usher in a 'New Dawn', we must encourage our partners in 

the BRICS and other formations to walk with us in this journey.  

Efforts are underway to realize the President's commitment to fully operationalize a Digital 

Industrial Revolution Commission. This Commission will include the private sector and civil 

society and, this will enable us to leverage the opportunities that comes with the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution. President Cyril Ramaphosa was unambiguous on this matter in an 

article he wrote in the ANC Newsletter titled 'We Need A New Deal For Youth Employment' 

when he said: -  

"South Africa requires a skills revolution to equip our young people with the know-how 

required to participate and compete successfully in the modern global economy and the 

unfolding fourth industrial revolution, which is being driven by rapid advances in digital and 

other technologies"  

I am encouraged by the recent launch of the Meerkat Radio Telescope to complement 

the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) by  

Deputy President David Mabuza which took place last Friday the  

13th of July. The launch represents yet another milestone for South Africa in science, 

technology and innovation to found new solutions to our developmental challenges. This 

does not only benefit South African scientist but will also benefit scientist from across the 

globe and tallies well with the 10th BRICS Summit thematic focus.  
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Furthermore, this will position South Africa as an attractive destination for astrotourism and 

thus boost the tourism sector in the country to create much needed jobs, particularly for our 

youth.  

It will be an omission if I do not indicate that the SKA expands the recently launched 

MeerKAT radio telescope in the Northern Cape which has thus far paved the way for 72 

students to further their studies in the areas of Science. Ladies and gentlemen  

At continental level the leadership has, through the African Union, placed emphasis on 

refocusing our educational curriculums to Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM). This will assist in improving our continents needs to invest more on 

quality education in order to realize its Agenda 2063 aspirations and we are doing exactly 

that.  

With around 70% of Africans having access to a mobile technology, it is thus common 

purpose that we can do more to improve and capitalize on the mobile technology 

economy. We must work on creating policies that allows our youth to be participate and 

play their part in the global technological space. We must be ambitious and impatient in 

reaping the rewards of the 4th industrial revolution, so that we are not left behind.  

We believe that the young generation shall help us to realize our development aspirations 

as contained in Agenda 2063. The current digital revolution is important for us as a country 

and continent if we are to reap the demographic dividend we currently enjoying. I cannot 

overemphasize the importance of reskilling our youth to be able to be players in this digital 

age and reconfigure our economy.  

Programme Director,  

Let me conclude by expressing our confidence that the recently launched Walala Wasala 

programme here in Limpopo will go a long way in creating youth employment and should 

inspire other provinces and partners in the continent and elsewhere. You may have been 

informed that this program will cover various areas like, apprenticeship; mentoring; training 

in private or government including state owned entities; trade test to help learners to be 

fully qualified and internships as well as financial assistance for youth businesses in a certain 

identified projects.  

In essence this augurs well with the President's commitment to invest in youth for the 

betterment of communities. The President is engaged in an international investment drive 

which recently saw him securing favourable future direct investment pledges from Canada, 

the United Kingdom, the United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the tune 

of approximately $20 billion.  
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Additionally, in an effort to combat soaring fuel prices our government have urged Saudi 

Arabia to increase oil production. South Africa imports 47 percent of its oil from Saudi Arabia 

and regards the country as a strategic partner in the Middle East. Total  

trade between the two countries amounted to more than R55 billion ($4.1 billion) in 2017.  

Distinguished Guests,  

With these few words, I take this opportunity to officially close the 4th BRICS Youth Summit 

and once more express my appreciation to be afforded an opportunity to do so.  

Ngiyanbonga!!!  

    

  

  

  

  


